[Inflammation and stress].
In the face of the tissue injury, the human organism builds three kinds of responses: inflammation, acute phase phenomena and stress. These responses correspond to three lines of a gradual defense against aggressive stimuli. However, the stress can be induced in the absence of any kind of inflammation. As the effects of these responses are often confounded, we think it was useful to recall the main repercussions of these responses, the links between them and the aspects which separate them.